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HUBERT L. DREYFUS
ON THE INTERNET

DISEMBODIED TELEPRECENCE AND THE REMOTENESS OF THE REAL -
Chapter 3 PP. 51-72
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”the imponderable bloom, declared by discredited philosophy to be the

actual essence of intercourse, was ignored by the machine”

E.M.FOSTER, "The machine stops”

Whatever hugs do for people, I'm quite sure telehugs
won't do it. And any act of intimacy mediated by any
sort of robot prothesis would surely be equally
grotesque if not obscene.

Hubert L. Drevfus

Our sense of reality, then, would not be just the readiness of flight of
a hunted animal; it could also be the feeling of joy and security of
being cared for. If so, even most sophisticated forms of
telepresencemay well seem remote and even obscene if not in some
way connected with our sense of the warm, encircling, nearness of a
flesh-and-blood human body.
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"As we spend more and more time interacting remotely, we may erode our embodied
sense of a risky yet trustworthy world that makes physical or human contact seems real. As this
sense is weakened, even our daily “local” experience may take on an illusory quality and so seem
to be in need of justification. In such a disembodied and dubious world, epistemology might stage

a comeback as telepistemology, and Descartes might make a successful last stand."®
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3 Hubert L. Dreyfus, Telepistemology - Descart's last stand,

http://ist-socrates.berkeley.edu/~hdreyfus/rtf/Limits of Telepresence 6 99.rtf
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5 Best Wives Are Artefacts? Popular Cybernetics and

Robot Women in the 1970s

Susanna Paasonen, University of Turku

suspaa@utu. http://64.233.183.104/search?q=cache:YelFa-
oU6blJ:media.utu.fi/affective/paasonen.pdftmary+daly+robot&hl=iw&gl=il&ct=clnk&cd=4

6Harry Halpin, Digital Sovereignty: The immaterial aristocracy of the World Wide Web,
http://www.geocities.com/immateriallabour/halpinpaper2006.html

Al failed because it could not unify the concrete intuitive and kinesthetic skills with its abstract ’
formal rationality, or in other words, because it was a mind without a body (Dreyfus, 1973).

® The gambit of artificial intelligence seems
obscene to the contemporary capitalist: Why bother
with artificially intelligent robots if humans are
cheap, especially given the destruction of
Keynesianism and the advent of neoliberal
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(Information Age and Cyberspatialization of society)

globalization? If one suspends one's disbelief in
Lyotard's thesis, the gambit of artificial intelligence
makes perfect sense if we are to wish for true
immortality beyond the solar collapse, and all
thought of profit is indeed instrumental to this goal.
In fact, the gambit of artificial intelligence is the true
end of capitalism.

....... Poon °

Erik Chia-yi Lee ,Thinking Cyber-Subjectivity: Ideology and the Subject 1o
Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, National Taiwan University
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Guy Debord in his believes in the omnipotence and omnipresence of information networks and media in **

setting up what Taylor and Saarinen would later call the "mediatrix” to perform the "mediatization" of
human subjects (pp2,8) who are thus deprived of essential nature, the true self, and real subjectivity.( p.4)
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