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nR nama (Taylor, 1987 ;1990 ,773) NIVISN-TNINNNAN DWAN .NPVDNAN WM
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YW PIPYY NN PV MIVRIN DR YIN M 72 NYR L NPNIMIRY nvan
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PINND VIR PV AT 2T PR” PP DR VLN DR IVPAY PIND M NPAY 1NV
VPN MINYND NMYNYNT DR PANY N0 AR T YR R0 HY L(1990:43) "Miann
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199 PNY NNN L1997 MIVAY MINY .pINN DN RN PPOY PV PN NYVYYNI MINnnY
VINYWN NR PVAI PTIND PIN 12PN 19900 ,NWIRN MINIT PN NITIRD AN TN 720
93%5 ™M *H»a on M 'na vYya (Enloe, 2000) Ta%RNa Nt 01 YV NHTVN NRY
9N IR 19INI DN ,MIAT TH DOVWTN DN NI TIVRNY 29 HY R OMmynwn "o
PN PV MDYV PXPIPANPN ,MNAY NVYn "9 Yy .orndwvnn TP YW onaya

N°903 177N YV WDIATY (DYMYN DIPUVMNN YV RXNNN NR NIVRNI IR MTIPRNN



5w MYNN NR DMNYM D17 MMPNI DPNIANN DOTN DR WINN DIANYN NINIRDIA
Dty nIyvnn mar (Leheny, 1995) any 7wy 010w Y¥ NYITNI NN MPINN
70 (1986 ,1982) 113 .(Cohen, 1993) Ti»RN2 91 PN HY NP2%Y NP2 VN 2T NIRY)
MAvI MTIAY 12N DAVN NXITNI KWL NVY MIPNN I ,TIYRNA P MmN YV 119N
- Plumridge et al, (1997) ,(1998) Dann & Phillip ,(1994) Odzer Y» DMTMaY M3

. (1998) Oppermann
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NR 17a0Y 1YY P09 MYNINAN DR 200 1PanY 073 .NINR MIRNRNY 0% 1) Dm

.71%092 DYYRIWIN DMI23N DIRXNI N2 NPNRD
N8N Y AVIND ANMYNN T PINY ,0°37% NIINN MNIN RN YN 1ovn YW INN
AMVIN - (2004) 7170 YV ATINNA NNAN IVIND TVPY 1N T NVIND .DPYI2NDY DI MM
SV q0 9123 HV T AMARLN NIYA (0 YY) Limen nYmnn mpvn 230 900
IR 10 92T PHY Q0N L3200 1N PN IR YWY PYNNN DR 70 DTN ,DNINN
LT 90N 12 9YTINN 0N INT OTNN G0 1T IMNNY 1PV 9IRS 0 NIONA
12 PIPR YV DPL IR W YN DHPYY MIAN-Y0IR'Y NIaNn Mann L,wTIipm HInn
MINNN TNR INT .MIRNND HW INR ITDY MWL I DIPNPD PPN DPMNN DY»oNN
NWIPN DR I121PY MY NP NN RN DININNINIR HY DNMIN 1Y ,MNN 9PN

T 5Y YN IMPNL VR L,5TIN 01 YY (Turner, 1973) 2390 NHI9IMIRD NN MIPNY

NN ST Hw 1Mo (Van Gennep, 1960) nRnN N NNa 913-18) 1910 MHYPR90 9pn
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(911N
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JNYTINRY MINR ,N29P ,Mamy ,nnrmy mTaY H5» Npny nvinn NIy ompnay ,nmn»p

(Turner, 1973:216) (Communitas) 'nynYnpy’-n asn e

(Reaggregation) 192N1 NYTINN MIAYNVM 23770 NP RYY 110N DIPRN HR DY .3

NWA TPNNR T ATIAYA LTUNN IPNNY D02 YA 912 IR T ITiaya YHo Rt 2HY
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0727 D2 YV DML NYNMIN
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DPNN DT ,ID NN INWN DT DYV :JIN GIOXN AOR MWINNY .NINR MREN HY 7
TASY NN PN NN DYV DNY DXVIN .NIAN M SY DXND 0 PR POUIIN NNINRY
JIINN MNOSNY T2 N2 0N DNRY MININNIN
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NON NNV PRI DIAPN NNN PN DIV NNX 19 DN DNARYI” )Y D) NRT IRNNY 29I
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5v D272 YNMIN DIYNN MY 70 YV STIinn /o5yn Yy 1OV NWNN Y20 NYP DINN
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DYVNINN MNWN DR PII9Y HRIWIA DYNRYN N2 DNBNININ INY 19IR2 aMnnY
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HRITITIRI DIRN HY RIN T WA H2IPN NDIT /NIRD NN NIRY 7PN INY NI NINA
Mathiews, ) 2193 M2In VPININD” PNN ,MAT DR ,VTINN DY HI2 1NXYYH IMaY

RINNY 112 ,5RIW2 DPNPN PN VAR IR 120NRN NWAY NIVARNY nd RINT (2000
:D’R311 DMaTa
VNI INYI NIV DIVIYY DN :ION
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:DYYRIVIN PN 21X 9N
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N8P DNN TV YD DMIN NOND ,DMMIPN DY XD NNNX .DIPNN IR NPND DO NN
DYIHND OMNN NT NIND .NPINNIOD OXD DND NN NNN YIND IDN NNNY ¥YII2 .0pPna
JDONNN ,0YNY AN, TNYNIAN

NI NININ NINT/NDN NN DIND,DIVNI /HNDN NN DXIND DI ,YTIN NNNY NN 29
MOY DYNNVYN O1ND DIIIN,I2T DY NMIN PIYN XD ,0°8IN
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DOV NNAWND AWPNN )OOY DINND IWPNND ,MINNND ¥ 1D TWPNN NN DIAN .OOY NN, THN
INAY NN TN AN KD YaN
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NPNR RYY D) NMIVYRIN PN NV MY DRI TN PININ NWIND L0120 YV DhomYmna
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WIPN YV ,TIRN J2I0N MINT KV MIMPY HY IPNNY D8N D27 DMIIPNN - 12 RYY NN
DINDIN IRWAY PINT W DAY INRN ,DAN 1A iYW MY VP DR WY

RY 1 Pyn pm R (Plumridge et al, 1997 ; McKeganey & Barnard, 1996) n»nomry
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MIYn Ann RY .11 wNINnw ANnd DMYpn DRV MY pI Nnn 1RINNY 1N2oNN
NNIVHY PRIN HY YN 132TH NPTV HRIWIA DONN NNIRDY 2Y DNIVPN DV HY NAWNY
NR MINY VAN TIWARNY ,N1Y TNVP IPRY DIPNI 1P0 NN HRIVWI DPNNN PN HY
P22 MY PN MNININ NPANN PMINa MNT oY 0'onn

IPRITNNY 1R 93 NYINN MYPI MIAPYR ,MIYRIN Y2 22pY 19IRI RINNY N2 95 MITY
PO0Y NYIAN MTINN IR ,D0I9 NI YV NP MPT 12270 T VP .IPN N0 DR Y 19D
Y2 990" NYPAN NNV MIANVND N 7N 91Y HRIWIA DPYNPA PNY DMMNMVPN DPYIR DIV
"N N0 NR

PN 222V 2715 1910 2R .03 AP ,NYOYI2 T2, NIRNND NIN 17PVAY NP DY NN AN
99 URIN JUNNY M2 P NN NYA N2 IR DY NPIDYNN DIVVDY TVPNN VR
NN TN ANY” : QON PNV TN DINT 1P IMR DY TYWNN OR .T1%1 NV PIDY? JPRINY
1.V PR TPV DY NN NNX LT DY 12T NN KD

.12y2 YWY DY TOVW DXON> MOIYN DY XD 19D NN 23 BY D) N

TR ANRY PN NPNN 720 DT,V KD 92D MY 212

N9 ,0NPY DINTIPI TIRN PR DMPTA IINAY 293 YRV TN MTIAND NN RY TWR)
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13 ,0771200 NND NPNRY D91 ,0YNN 9D TIN2 N°an Y ayn YY 1275 PINIn 0Ny
R¥IN ARY 92000 IR AT PYN AMYH w1 NIdN 01N IR L NPVIPONT HY MNYH ININ
172 9772 PN DR 0T YYD anINa OYINYY ANIND VS NDXAN RIN AN TMYNVNII
DYVIR” 3 DNXY NR DDANN D3N P01 .7V INNA PPAY 92PN 1N IPWIRA NVOIN
ORIV DM NIVPNN NPRY 7191 DIPNY NIV NOIRY MNT DINNRNY "DMINR

DYTI YV NN2N - IR DN

7782 1Y DTN RN ROR HRIWND MINRY P NPR PVH MIPRIY DMAIN NOAN rab
IY IRIHY (1PYIN DY TN’ 1NN APVITNN MPNINNI MAIPN YV DRI AWVINNA .IA
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N2 12190 NN ANINNY GRI PIRI MINNIN NPNIIN MNININ DITMYVM
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D7°20 DIPNN Y NI2TN TVR ,(2004) DT N YV INTIAYA INPN PIRY PYRIN TIINN
PPN PRPN PYNI VINKY DWIY MYV TIHIVN WINY MIRIY INN” :1M12TH IRMVI IV 2
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DAPYARN NNV POIY ,MIPN MTIR HY INNININIRM NNHPRIDN MIADN YV N NN
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NN DINY 91D KD INIDP 70 3P0 NOPIV NN ON NN

7YOPN 9N WHIND IO DN N IN N
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297NN NIAND 70N Y 1210 HW MO HY DYRN YR ,NONN DT YV IMI H1I0IY RN
Y 121970 1IN PRIANN 7230 YW 1M HY DYRN JWUR ,N0OND DT YWY I 5o vl
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NIVARNN NIDM 1T RN DIR 212 HW nxann (Objectify) XM IR NXANN NN HVYN
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RV 91 NNV VDY NPIVIVORI NRONA NNRIPY 10N (2005) PPNaT ,7191 NRT RY
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Israeli Male Sex Tourists in Thailand

Guy Bruker

Abstract

This thesis presents a first-of-its-kind ethnographic documentation of sex tourism
among Israeli men. Despite the fact that many Israeli men participate as customers in
the sex industry, this fact is not problematized in public debate. The study is based on
anthropological fieldwork done in Thailand in 2005, for approximately three months,
which included participant observation of conclaves of Israeli sex tourists in the city of
Pataia and in-depth interviews with 60-odd of them. Analysis draws on political-
economic anthropology and feminist theory, looking for the global embedment of local
phenomena and treats sexuality as a prime arena of patriarchal domination

For the Israeli sex tourists, Pataia operates as a liminal space, which allows them to
violate and even subvert the norms of gender morality. One aspect of this liminality is
that they invest their experience with contradictory images. They regard Thailand as
quintessentially "other" and as diametrically opposed to their place of origin. At the
same time, they use Hebrew signposts, consume Israeli foods, and use related
nationalistic symbols to create an air of solidarity, brotherhood and communitas. This
unique situation is accompanied by neo-colonialist practices. Notably, tales of sexual
conquest are readily accompanied by gestures of spatial conquests.

Masculinity is a key motif in the narratives and practices of sex tourists. This can be
seen in exhibits of hyper-masculinity which include seemingly contradictory
expressions of anxiety from- and attraction to women. The anxieties, interlaced in
repetitive exclamations of conquest, bring out a construct of a never-ending journey
towards an unobtainable ideal of masculinity. In contrast to their idealized blissful
experience with women in Patia, the men view Israeli women as domineering,
devouring, ungrateful and unfeminine. These traits are attributed to feminism, which
the men understand as attempted takeover by the women, not as a quest for equality.
Thus the men's narratives are replete with expressions of anxiety, inferiority, feelings of
inadequacy regarding their economical status and their prowess, and feelings of
rejection, alongside feelings of natural superiority. Sex tourism permits a fantasy of

control and a feeling of superiority, and indeed many of the men describe their sojourn



to Pataia as a refuge from an onerous and problematic reality in Israel; their only
opportunity to realize the full potential of male superiority potential.

With respect to their actual contact with the Thai sex workers, the men’s narratives are
again rife with sharp contradictions. Their perception of the prostitutes tends to follow a
split pattern. They either de-humanize them to the point of regarding them as
merchandise or animals, or fall in love with them and believe the feeling to be mutual.
Clients who tend to treat the prostitutes as merchandise think of the intercourse as any
barter in the free market. They relate licentious attributes to the women they have sex
with, using vulgar expressions of cultural supremacy to bolster such rationale, and
concentrate on their body parts rather than on their full person. This in turn facilitates
the men's sense of entitlement to demand fulfillment of all their fancies, including
humiliating the prostitutes and using violence towards them.

On the opposite extreme, some men imagine their relationships with the prostitute as
“mutual love.” These men often deny the commercial aspect of their rendezvous. They
refuse to pay for the sexual services in cash and prefer to construct their payment as a
gift. They buy the women luxury items, take them out for romantic dinners, and show
them a good time in shopping malls and night clubs. When the prostitute expresses her
need for money such clients construct their payment as charity and generosity. They
therefore displace the objective relations of extreme power disparities, in which they
are the exploitative party, with an imaginary setting in which they allegedly act as
benevolent supporters of poor women who are victims of their own national economy.
Denying the fact that the women they have sex with are prostitutes allows them to deny
their own role and responsibility as clients. The men’s perspective shows the mental
gymnastics required to accommodate the extreme moral discrepancies that participation
in the sex industry entails.

The prime victims of the sex-tourism industry are the Thai women who practice
prostitution (even though their performance is not devoid of agency). Yet there are
secondary victims as well. One group of secondary or indirect victims, in the particular
case of Israeli sex tourists, are Isracli women. The ability of Isracli men to pay
periodical visits to Thailand in order to realize their crudest fantasies of male
domination comprises one (of many) channels that link national and global patriarchies.
It facilitates replenishment of the patriarchal dividend, against its possible erosion
through civil rights and economic resources gained by women at home. The long term

effects of the sex industry on its clients sharpen the understanding that sex tourism is a



significant mechanism that reinforces patriarchal perceptions and bears implications

beyond the players that are involved in it directly.
To date, the rich social research dealing with the global sex industry has
disproportionately focused on the working women, which contributed to the fact that
the male clients remained largely unmarked. The primary contribution of this work is
that it breaks the silence in the academic world regarding these central agents of sex
tourism. Through exploration of the cultural politics that permits these men to become
sex tourists, this study deepens our understandings of the relationships between the
various levels of patriarchy (i.e. the family, the state and the global systems) and of the

interconnections between sexuality, gender, ethnicity and power.
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