San Francisco prosecutors shift attention to pimps
San Francisco prosecutors shift attention to pimps. After many years
of hard work, raising the awareness of our legislators, policy-makers
and fellow community members, we are finally witnessing a
fundamental shift in the way victims of commercial sexual
exploitation are treated by the criminal justice system. The recent
conviction of a pimp by San Francisco District Attorney Kamala D.
Harris is evidence of our municipal government's shift towards the
prosecution of exploiters and customers and a more conscientious
approach to victims of commercial sexual exploitation. On January
19, 2006, District Attorney Kamala Harris announced that Jeffrey
Walker, age 42, was sentenced to 12 years in state prison for
pandering a 22-year-old woman. A jury convicted the defendant of
felony pandering or 266i(a)(2)PC on September 29, 2005. According
to the charges, the defendant met the 22-year-old victim in April 2005.
He told her he needed help promoting a radio station he worked for at
several San Francisco strip clubs. On April 29, the defendant brought
the victim from San Jose to San Francisco to visit the clubs. On the
way, the defendant repeatedly encouraged the victim to work as a
prostitute, telling her that she could make a lot of money and
informing her of how much she could charge for various services. He
then took the victim to Broadway and tried to get her a job at five
different strip clubs.

Following a two-week trial, the jury deliberated for two days,
eventually finding the defendant guilty of pandering or encouraging
another person to become a prostitute by promises, threats, and
violence or by any device or scheme. On Tuesday, January 17, Judge

Chuck Haines sentenced the defendant to 12 years in state prison.
Under California's three strikes law, the defendant's prior strike
conviction for raping a juvenile in 1991 was utilized to double his
maximum exposure from 6 to 12 years in state prison. He will begin
serving his sentence immediately. From everyone at SAGE,
congratulations to District Attorney and her committed and dedicated
team of prosecutors on this tremendous success!
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