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Sweden's Success Against Prostitution
Prostitution
in Sweden
is
technically
illegal, since
it is a crime
to purchase
the service.
Sweden
Source: przewodnik.onet.pl considers
prostitution
a form of violence against women so the
crime does not lie in the prostitute selling
sexual services, but in the customer's
buying of such services.
In 1907 prostitution was legalized;[2] in
1999 the act of buying the service was
criminalized.
The law was put in effect on 1 January, 1999
and inserted into the Criminal code on 1
April, 2005. The penalty is fine or prison of
maximum of six months.
At the end of the 1990s, while Germany as
well as Belgium and the Netherlands
legalised prostitution, Sweden adopted a
"hard" line and made the purchase of sex a
punishable offence. Nowadays Sweden is
regarded as a shining example, the
newspaper writes. "There are around
400,000 prostitutes in Germany today. Their
legalisation was intended to combat

discrimination, however so far there has
been no major improvement in their
situation. Only one percent of all prostitutes
have taken out an unemployment insurance
policy. The Greens, who enthusiastically
backed the law, are now in the opposition,
and the CDU doesn't like the law. The wind
has changed. ... In Sweden the number of
prostitutes is comparatively low. One
explanation for this is the successful
campaign of the Swedish feminist
movement at the end of the 1970s. ... As a
result of the law against the purchase of sex,
prostitution has disappeared from Sweden's
streets. To date there has not been a detailed
assessment of the effects of the law, but it's
not necessary anyway. 80 percent of the
Swedish population is in favour of it."
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Prostitution in Sweden is technically illegal, since it is a crime to purchase the service.
Sweden considers prostitution a form of violence against women so the crime does not lie
in the prostitute selling sexual services, but in the customer's buying of such services.[1]
In 1907 prostitution was legalized;[2] in 1999 the act of buying the service was
criminalized.[3]
The law was put in effect on 1 January, 1999 and inserted into the Criminal code on 1
April, 2005. The penalty is fine or prison of maximum of six months.
http://europe.courrierinternational.com:80/eurotopics/article.asp?langue=uk&publication=26/07/20
07&cat=POLITICS&pi=0
26/07/2007

Sweden's Success Against Prostitution
At the end of the 1990s, while Germany as well as Belgium and the

Netherlands legalised prostitution, Sweden adopted a "hard" line and
made the purchase of sex a punishable offence. Nowadays Sweden is
regarded as a shining example, the newspaper writes. "There are around
400,000 prostitutes in Germany today. Their legalisation was intended to
combat discrimination, however so far there has been no major
improvement in their situation. Only one percent of all prostitutes have
taken out an unemployment insurance policy. The Greens, who
enthusiastically backed the law, are now in the opposition, and the CDU
doesn't like the law. The wind has changed. ... In Sweden the number of
prostitutes is comparatively low. One explanation for this is the
successful campaign of the Swedish feminist movement at the end of the
1970s. ... As a result of the law against the purchase of sex, prostitution
has disappeared from Sweden's streets. To date there has not been a
detailed assessment of the effects of the law, but it's not necessary
anyway. 80 percent of the Swedish population is in favour of it."
Sydsvenska Dagbladet (Sweden
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Sweden to Evaluate Prostitution Law by 2010 Amid International Interest
The Associated Press
April 24, 2008

STOCKHOLM, Sweden: Sweden appointed a special investigator Thursday to evaluate
the effects of a law that targets the buyers of sex instead of the prostitutes.
Justice Minister Beatrice Ask said the evaluation, to be completed by 2010, is warranted
partly because of the growing international interest in the law, which was introduced in
1999.
"There are many good reasons to prevent prostitution and the harm it can lead to for
individuals as well as for society," Ask said in a statement. "An investigation to
thoroughly analyze these issues is both important and long-awaited."
Many countries considering a similar law are eager to find out whether it has reduced the
sex trade in Sweden, or merely driven it underground.
Buying sex is punished by fines or up to six months in prison under the so-called "Sex
Purchase Law." But selling sex is not a crime because prostitutes are viewed as victims.

In January, a high-level British delegation came to study the Swedish approach as Britain
reviews its own prostitution laws, which prohibit soliciting and loitering for sex, but not
buying sex. Norway plans to introduce a Swedish-style prostitution law in 2009.
Swedish Supreme Court Justice Anna Skarhed will lead the investigation.
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SWEDEN - CRIMINALIZING THE CUSTOMERS OF PROSTITUTION

Prostitution Ban Huge Success in Sweden
By André Anwar in Stockholm
Sweden has drastically reduced human trafficking and prostitution by imposing a
ban on the purchase of sexual services, the first of its kind worldwide. But many sex
workers argue the ban robs them of their livelihood and makes them more
vulnerable to violence.
REUTERS
A prostitute waits for business on Malmskillnadsgatan Street.
Stockholm only has about 100 women still actively working
the streets today.
It's 9 p.m. in Stockholm and Malmskillnadsgatan Street is
dead. The road, infamous for being one of the city's main
drags for street prostitution, used to be packed with women,
but tonight only three women are working the street.
For a long while, nothing happens, but then an older man with alcohol on his breath
comes up the escalator from the Högtorget subway station. He pauses briefly in front of
one of the women. Then she walks about 10 meters away and signals to him to follow her
to a more discreet spot.

In Sweden's sex trade these days, caution is a good policy: The john could face up to six
months in prison if the police caught the two in the act.
Sweden has now introduced the first law of its kind worldwide. The purchase and
brokering of sexual services have been criminalized, although the selling of sexual
services remains legal. The law provides for up to six years in prison for pimps and up to
10 years for traffickers of prostitutes. "The goal is to criminalize the demand side of the
equation, the johns, rather than putting emotionally and physically imperiled women
behind bars," says Jonas Trolle, an inspector with the Stockholm police who belongs to a
police unit dedicated to combating the sex trade.
The ban is hardly controversial in Sweden these days. According to opinion polls, 80
percent of the population agrees with Trolle. When a majority consisting of social
democrats, greens and leftists ratified the ban on purchasing sexual services in the
Swedish parliament in 1999, conservatives were the legislation's main opponents. They
argued that the ban would drive prostitution underground and make life more difficult for
the women.
Fewer Prostitutes
But it's easy to see the results. "We have significantly less prostitution than our
neighboring countries, even if we take into account the fact that some of it happens
underground," says Trolle. "We only have between 105 and 130 women -- both on the
Internet and on the street -- active (in prostitution) in Stockholm today. In Oslo, it's
5,000."
Another benefit of the ban is that hardly any country in the European Union has fewer
problems with human trafficking. According to the Swedish police, 400 to 600 foreign
women are brought to Sweden each year to be prostitutes. In Finland, which is only half
the size of Sweden, that number is between 10,000 and 15,000 women. Illegal trafficking
is facilitated in Finland by the country's proximity to Russia and the Baltic states, but
now Helsinki is also considering introducing a law based on the Swedish model. In
Norway, the ruling Labor Party hopes to use similar legislation to fight human
trafficking, especially of women from Nigeria.
Despite the prostitution ban, the number of convictions in Sweden is surprisingly low.
Although a handful of pimps are sentenced to several years in prison each year,
customers have so far managed to get away with fines and having their names entered in
police registers. "The purchase of sex is difficult to prove," says Trolle. "Johns have to be
caught in the act." Besides, he adds, it has taken time for members of the police force to
accept the law. "But most officers have now realized that prostitution is not a normal
business." The number of convicted johns has climbed from 11 in 1999 to 108 in 2006.
The ban on the purchase of sexual services is also intended to bring about a fundamental
change in societal attitudes. Nowadays every schoolchild learns that purchasing sex for

money is illegal. "The next generation in Sweden will consider this to be much less
ordinary than we do today," says Trolle.
'I Need the Money'
Prostitutes themselves are, for the most part, opposed to the criminalization of their
customers. They feel that they are being pushed into the role of victim and that the ban
robs them of their livelihood. Take Johanna,* for example. She is 35 and one of the
women who offers her services on Malmskillnadsgatan Street, usually at the end of the
month. She is a heroin addict, and heroin is expensive. She charges the equivalent of €55
for having sex in a car. The fact that there are fewer customers narrows her choices.
"When things are slow, the way they are tonight, I'm also willing to go with guys who
want to get a little rough with me and don't want to use a condom," she says. "I need the
money."
Lisa,* a woman in the southern Swedish city of Malmö, agrees. "The business has
become tougher and more dangerous. There's more competition and more violence," says
the 38-year-old, who has worked the streets for 12 years and sometimes stays at
"Minnesota," a Malmö drug treatment facility.
She has been around long enough to remember the days before the ban on purchasing sex
was introduced. "The nice customers are afraid of being caught," she says. "All that's left
are the more troubled ones, those with whom you have to drive far out of the city so that
they'll feel safe from the police. It puts you at their mercy."
More Help for Women
Health care professionals have mixed feelings about the ban. "Cases of abuse and rape
have increased considerably. The rate of sexually transmitted diseases has also gone up
among streetwalkers because the lack of johns forces them to have sex without a
condom," says Helena Cewers, a nurse who has been working for more than 15 years in
an admission clinic for drug-addicted women in Malmö and knows almost every hooker
in the city.
Only a few years ago, Cewers was vehemently opposed to the criminalization of johns.
At the beginning, she says, the law did nothing but target johns, while doing nothing to
help hookers deal with the significant changes in their situation. "All they talked about
was bans and penalties, but not about the effects on the girls," says Cewers. "But now
they're finally doing more for the girls. There are more social services that actively help
prostitutes get themselves out of their dilemma." Withdrawal programs with the heroin
substitute methadone and other treatments have also been made more available to
prostitutes, says Cewers.
In fact, Cewers has actually become somewhat of a supporter of the ban, although she
continues to believe that prostitution should be abolished altogether. "It's true: There are
no happy whores. Most of the ones I've met here over the years were sexually abused by

relatives when they were young and have serious emotional problems," she says. "Not
much of this is about choice."
Those who have been doing it for a while, says Cewers, take drugs or sedatives. "This is
not a normal profession," she says. "I wish all of them could get out of it."
* Editor's note: To protect the identity of those interviewed, some names have been
changed.
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The Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention works to reduce crime and improve
levels of safety in society by producing data and disseminating knowledge on crime and
crime prevention work. The Council also produces Sweden’s official crime statistics,
evaluates reforms, conducts research to develop new knowledge and provides support to
local crime prevention work.
The Council works on the commission of the Swedish Government, often in
collaboration with other organisations and public sector agencies.
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